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had had wonderful military success, but the fidelity of the Ro-
man allies had prevented his making any substantial gain. The Romans had
suffered grievous defeats, but they had not lost ground; for the integrity of
the Latin confederacy held good.$ The dissatisfaction of senate and people at
Fabius' policy grew apace. Fabius was called to Kome, and left Minucius in
command, with orders to pursue the same course. For a while Minucius obeyed
orders, but soon he descended to the plain, intent on trying conclusions with
Hannibal. The latter was forced daily to send out two thirds of his men as
foragers, for he was accumulating victual for the winter. On one of these
occasions Minucius attacked his camp and came near winning a success; but
some of the foragers returned and Hannibal drove the Romans off. This action,
reported at Borne, gave Minucius a great repute, and he was made equal in
power with the dictator. When Fabius arrived, Minucius took half the troops
and moved to a new camp. Here Hannibal managed to lure him into an am-
buscade, and would have utterly destroyed his army, had not Fabius oppor-
tunely appeared on the scene. Minucius, after this check, was satisfied to work
under Fabius* orders; and Fabius recovered his standing with senate and people.
Both armies went into winter-quarters.

THE allies were in a pitiable condition. The vaunted
power of Kome had failed to be of any protection to them.
The barbarians had for months ravaged their lands, and no
one had dared lift a hand against them in aggressive defense.
The feeling against Fabius and his policy grew apace and
waxed bitter. The summer of 217 B. o. was gone. Hannibal
had marched throughout the length and breadth of Italy.
He had won brilliant victories. He had shown that the Bo-
mans were unable to cope with him in open battle. This was
a sad military record for Kome. On the other hand, not one
of the Italian confederates had proven traitor; not one of
